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Jordan les in the Mediteranean sea region, with and to semiarid
cimatic condiion. Jordan total land is 89800 Km2 with a population of
about 441 milion. Rainfall is considered the main source of water
resources. The distibuton of rainfal in tme and space is regular, due
to topographic features. Rainfal varous from 500 mm to less than 50
mm. The quantty of average rainfal which fals on Jordanian termitories
was calculated to be 8425 MCM / yr, whiist it ranges between 6.235
MCM in dy yeas, and 10630 MCM in wet years of which 922%
evaporates back to the amosphere, and the rest fows in nvers or
wadis as food fows, and recharge to groundwater, Hegazein
(2991)Groundweter  consumpton  for al purposes amounted to
484207 MCM in 1997 as shown below-177557 MCM for drinking.
Pumposes -35343 MCM for industial pumposes. -266189 MCM  for
imgation purposes. -5118 MCM for pustoral purposes. Water demand
in Jordan is rapidy increasing due to increased demand for
development and the high rate of growth in population (more than
35%)Groundwater is used by industy, and agriculure throughout the
county. Legslation relaing to te emvionmental protecion and
conservation of water resources is induded in the "Water Authority's
lw of 1983 regulation N (. 26/1977 on groundwater monitoring and
standard specification N (202, Enforcement of the regluions is
entusted to Water Authorty of Jordan (WAJ). Al major industies are
required to have appropriate waste teaiment faciies. The wvolume of
pivate groundwater abstracion for industy, and for agrculure is
increasing, and there is concem that resources are being depleted,
accordingly controls have been introduced. Wel diling licences are
issued only by WAJ for specific volume of water to be extracted per
year. The number of new licenses granted has greafly decreased over
recent years and cover an area of more than 80% of the county,

Hegazein (1991).




